
What does being a 
friend mean to you? 



“Don’t forget,” Ms. Kim said. 
“Tomorrow you must bring in 
something to share with the 
class. Please bring something that 
all of us can look at. It could be a 
book that you enjoyed. You can 
tell us why you liked it so much.” 

Pam’s friends had wonderful 
ideas like theirs. After the bell 
rang, the class began thinning 
out. The students left the 
classroom one by one. Soon only 
Pam and Marco were left. Pam 
asked Marco about his idea. 

“I think I might cook,” he said. 
“Let’s make something 
together!” 

They decided to make muffins. 
Pam was delighted. She was 
very happy to have an idea at 
last. 

Making muffins was not easy. 
The mix was too thick. They 
had to add a lot of milk to fix 
it. The muffins were not 
perfect, but Pam and Marco 
did not care. Being together 
was fun. The best thing to 
share was the company of a 
new friend. 





Before he got his fine cat, Tabby, Mr. 
Putter lived all alone. 



In the mornings he had no one to share his English 
muffins with. In the afternoons he had no one to 
share his tea. 

And in the evenings 
there was no one Mr. 
Putter could tell his 
stories to. And he had 
the most wonderful 
stories to tell. 



All day long as Mr. Putter clipped his roses and fed 
his tulips and watered his trees, Mr. Putter wished 
for some company. 

He had warm muffins to eat.  
He had good tea to pour.  
And he had wonderful stories to tell. 
Mr. Putter was tired of living alone. 
Mr. Putter wanted a cat. 

Why does Mr. Putter want a 
cat at the beginning of the 
story? 



Mr. Putter went to the pet store. “Do 
you have any cats?” he asked the pet 
store lady. 

“We have fourteen,” she said. Mr. 
Putter was delighted. But when he 
looked into the cage, he was not. 

“These are kittens,” he said. 
“I was hoping for a cat.” 
“Oh, no one wants cats, sir,” 
said the pet store lady. 
“They are not cute. 
They are not peppy.”	



Mr. Putter himself had not been cute and 
peppy for a very long time. He said, “I want a 
cat.”  
“Then go to the shelter, sir,” said the pet store 
lady. 
“You are sure to find a cat.”	

Mr. Putter went to the shelter. “Have 
you any cats?” he asked the shelter 
man. 
“We have a fat gray one, a thin black 
one, and an old yellow one,” said the 
man.  
“Did you say old?” asked Mr. Putter. 



The shelter man brought Mr. Putter the 
old yellow cat. Its bones creaked, its fur 
was thinning and it seemed a little deaf. 
Mr. Putter creaked, his hair was thinning, 
and he was a little deaf, too. 

So he took the old yellow cat 
home. He named her Tabby. And 
that is how their life began. 



In the mornings Mr. Putter and Tabby 
liked to share an English muffin. Mr. 
Putter ate his with jam. Tabby ate hers 
with cream cheese. 

In the afternoons Mr. Putter and Tabby 
liked to share tea. Mr. Putter took his 
with sugar. Tabby took hers with 
cream. 



And in the evenings they sat by the window, and 
Mr. Putter told stories. He told the most 
wonderful stories. Each story made Tabby purr. 

On summer days they warmed their old bones 
together in the sun. On fall days they took long 
walks through the trees. And on winter days they 
turned the opera up very loud. 



Mr. Putter could not remember 
life without Tabby. Tabby could 
not remember life without Mr. 
Putter. They lived among their 
tulips and trees. 

They ate their muffins. 

They poured their tea. 



They turned up the 
opera, and enjoyed 
the most perfect 
company of all– each 
other. 

What does Mr. Putter do in 
each chapter of this story? 



Cynthia Rylant and Arthur Howard use people and 
animals they know to help them create stories. 
Write about a person or an animal you know. 



A friend is someone you know 
and trust. Friends do things 
together. They listen to each 
other and share their feelings.  

Everything is better when you 
have a friend to share it with! 
This is why friendship is 
important. 

 

Friendship Rules 

1. Share. It’s important to take 
turns 
2. Be kind. 
3. Tell the truth. 
4. Be a good listener. 
5. Keep your promises. 
Remember to do what you say 
you will. 
6. Help each other. 
7. Always make room for a new 
friend! 

When you follow this list of rules you may keep 
friendships for a long time. Following these rules can 
also help you make new friends. Try to make a new 
friend today! 



I used different 
types of sentences 
in my writing. 

The exclamation 
shows that I feel 
strongly about my 
friend. 

    My best friend Jenny 
lives next door to me. We 
have been friends since 
we were four years old. 
Jenny has freckles and 
long, red hair. She also 
wears glasses just like I 
do! Jenny likes to tell 
jokes and riddles. When I 
want to laugh, I go visit 
my favorite funny friend! 

Write about a friend or someone you know well. Tell 
what the person is like. Tell about how the person 
looks or sounds. Tell what you like to do together. 
Use the  
Writer’s Checklist to 
Check your writing. 

Sentence Fluency: Did I use different 
types of sentences in my writing?  

Word Choice: Did I use words that give 
strong details that tell about the person? 

Conventions: Does each sentence end with 
the correct end mark? Did I end 
exclamations with exclamation marks? 

Organization: Did I include a good ending 
for my narrative? 


